


WE'LL BE RINGING OUR HEARTS OUT AT
MUSICFEST 2009 AND THE OGEHR FESTIVAL

This is a busy time for the Handbell Program!

MUSICFEST 2009

Musicfest 2009—We've Got Rhythm—is on Sunday,

May 3 at 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.

+ What you won't see is: sixteen 4x4 risers, 112

square feet of tops for the risers, 56 feet of tables,

112 square feet of four inch foam.

+ You will see: 80 feet of table coverings, 15 music
tands, 50 mall 15 bind three tiered choir

risers, handchimes, and—last but

not least-150 bells.

All of the above is set up on Thursday, April 30 under the
direction of Pat and Ralph Stephenson and Stephanie
Brander. Friday evening, May 1, all ringers, singers,
directors and guest percussionist Paul Minnoch have a
dress rehearsal. Just when we are pretty tired out, our
crew takes down all the equipment and stores it in the
Baptistery, Chapel and Sunday School until after the
11:00 o'clock service on Sunday, May 3. Then—you
guessed it—everything has to be set up again as quickly
as possible so we are ready to warm up by 2:45 p.m. and
vacate the church by

3:30 p.m. before the audience arrives for our first concert
at 4:00 p.m. Afterwards we have dinner in the Audito-
rium, provided and staffed by handbell families under the
direction of Jo McDougall, then we get ready for the
second concert at 7.00 p.m.

This is the physical side of what happens—and it doesn't
include the hours that our ringers and singers have spent
getting ready to give you a great concert!

Please join us at MUSICFEST on Sunday, May 4 and
bring a friend to share in our hospitality and special
music.

OGEHR Festival

The Ontario Guild of English Handbell Ringers Festi-
val takes place in Ottawa at Carleton University from
Thursday, June 4 to Sunday, June 7. We have booked
a bus to take the Ingram and O'Neil Ringers. Tracy
Lewis, an Ingram ringer, began a handchime group at
Kensington Community School and they will be joining us
for their very first festival. We have been learning seven
pieces that we will perform with 400 other ringers from all
over Ontario.

Each ringer has paid $350 and our Handbell Program will
be helping with the cost of transportation and chaper-
ones, estimated at $3,500. You see why we work so hard
to have a successful Musicfest and generate our own
funding!

We'll let you know how things go at the Festival in a later
Link.

Thank you for your continued support of the Handbell
Program and my ministry at St. John's.

See you at Musicfest!!
...Carolyn Martin, Handbell Director...
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